
National Star in Hereford 
Create your brighter future



We are passionate about supporting students 
to prepare for adulthood.

We want to understand your interests, 
aspirations and needs so we can build the right 
personalised programme and support plan.

This prospectus can only go so far in capturing 
the unique essence of our college.
 
Come for a visit, 
meet our team and 
current students, 
and decide whether 
you would like to be 
part of National Star 
in Hereford.

 
Joanne Kingsbury–Elia 
Principal and Director of Learning Programmes

Discover your future
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Welcome to  
National Star 
in Hereford
At National Star in Hereford we’re 
here to support you to create your 
brighter future. Whatever you want 
to do after college we’ll help you to 
achieve your goals.

Some students aspire to make choices 
for themselves and engage more 
with the world around them. Others 
want to be more active in their local 
communities and making lifelong 
friends. Some are keen to gain skills 
to help them get a job or volunteering 
position after college.

Join us as a day student in Hereford and 
we’ll help you to learn the skills for your 
life after college.

There’s no such thing as a typical 
student at National Star in Hereford. We 
celebrate the diversity of all our learners, 
who bring something vibrant and unique 
to college. We work with young people 
with a range of complex and multiple 
physical / learning disabilities.
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Your time is now
We invest time in getting to know your 
future plans even before you start to 
study with us, so we understand what you 
need to learn to get there.

This starts from when we meet you and 
your family / carers for the first time. With 
your permission we’ll also contact your 
current school / setting and healthcare 
professionals to ask them for more 
information about you and your needs.

During a visit to National Star in Hereford 
we’ll begin to better understand your 
interests and the support you might need 
to make the most of your time with us.

This visit will give us the chance to get 
to know you as a person, as well as your 
care and therapy needs. We will work out 
whether you need any emotional support, 
special equipment or new technology to 
achieve your goals.

Securing local authority funding takes 
time. That’s why we recommend 
students start thinking about their 
transition to college in Year 11. Book 
your visit to National Star by emailing

admissions@nationalstar.org

www.nationalstar.org



First class, modern facilities
We have recently made a significant investment in 
upgrading our facilities at National Star in Hereford.

Based at the Eveson Centre on Ledbury Road, 
Hereford students can enjoy:

•	 Light and airy teaching spaces
•	 A sensory room with specialist equipment
•	 A life skills kitchen with adaptive equipment
•	 Technology to support learning including interactive 

whiteboards and a supply of modern laptops
•	 An inviting communal area, perfect for relaxing 

and socialising with friends
•	 A garden where you can relax, get close to 

nature, and grow plants
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www.nationalstar.org/hereford

We have access to a Forest School and a working 
farm and work closely with our charity shop team 
in Hereford city centre, providing valuable work 
experience for students. We also operate a hugely 
popular Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme 
teaching students leadership and teamworking 
skills for the future.

Will has gone from a being a very quiet young man who 
struggled to voice his concerns to being the centre of student life 
at National Star in Hereford. 

Not only did Will complete his Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
at National Star he became one of the charity’s first students to 
take part in the DofE Leadership programme. He supported other 
students completing their awards and helped plan activities. 

With National Star’s support Will was also able to complete a 
course at Hereford College of Arts and his work was included in 
an exhibition. 

Will improved his communication skills and had the confidence 
to voice his concerns by working with the emotional wellbeing 
specialists, speech and language therapist and learning staff. 

It was at National Star’s Forest School where Will flourished. 
With the outdoor activities, which he loved, Will developed his 
independence, sense of responsibility, ability to work with others 
and self–confidence.

Without National Star...
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“William would 
not have 

become so 
confident and 
independent.

“

Anthony and Ros 
Will’s parents



Flexible and responsive learning 
Our approach to learning is to be as flexible, 
creative and resourceful as possible, providing 
learning programmes that meet your needs.

Most students learn with us for two years. We get 
to know your future plans so that we can ensure 
you learn what you need to make the most of life 
after college.

Students prepare for adulthood, working towards 
outcomes informed by their education, health and 
care plans.

•	 Numeracy and literacy
•	 Life skills including cooking, independence 

within personal routines, money management 
and accessing the community / volunteering

•	 Social enterprise to develop problem–solving  
and teamwork

•	 Performing arts
•	 Personal wellbeing
•	 Sensory stories
•	 In–college work experience
•	 Art including ceramics
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We encourage everyone to become more self–aware. 
We’re committed to helping you to grow in confidence, 
expressing your thoughts and opinions, to prepare for 
when you leave.

Learning sessions can include:

www.nationalstar.org/hereford



Our team
Our team is experienced in communicating, 
teaching and supporting young adults with 
disabilities. 

We have a specialist vision impairment tutor 
and access to experts in assistive technology, 
Intensive Interaction and Sensory Integration.

Job coaches are part of our friendly team too, 
working with students to develop their CVs and 
build employability skills for the future. 

Each student has a personalised learning  
co–ordinator / tutor and keyworker. They regularly 
review learning targets and track progress 
towards future plans. 

Pastoral and emotional support is available to 
everyone, so you feel happy and confident at 
college.
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www.nationalstar.org/hereford

Therapy support

Subject to funding, we can integrate specialist 
therapies into your timetable. These can include:

•	 Speech and language therapy
•	 Occupational therapy
•	 Physiotherapy
•	 Emotional wellbeing support

The progress that Teisha has made while learning at National 
Star in Hereford has opened up a world of opportunities for her.

As an Engaging with the World pathway learner Teisha, who is 
blind and has profound and multiple learning disabilities, found it 
difficult to access any room other than her own classroom when 
she first started with us.

She found it hard to go out into the community, even to attend 
doctor’s appointments, because of feelings of anxiety and 
insecurity. Working on group learning exercises with her peers 
was extremely challenging and she found it uncomfortable to 
address anyone by their first name.

With our support Teisha now accesses Hereford city centre on 
a weekly basis, visiting coffee shops, Hereford Cathedral and 
local parks with other students. She loves visiting the cows at 
Wessington Court Farm, uses her peers’ names freely and is 
showing her sense of humour daily when teasing staff.

She is busy exploring what activities she wants to engage in 
when she leaves college and has the confidence to visit new 
settings with ease. Gone are the days of her being uncomfortable 
to leave the confines of her own home.

Without National Star...
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“Teisha would 
not have 

received the 
best educational 

experience of 
her life.

“

Katherine 
Teisha’s mum



Delivering results, achieving outcomes
National Star is about what makes a difference, and 
we are always looking at how we can improve what 
we do for you. 

Students typically work towards personalised 
preparation for adulthood outcomes informed by 
learners’ education, health and care plans. 

Evidence of learning is continuously gathered to 
support the achievement of individual learning.

Common qualifications achieved by students at 
National Star in Hereford include OCR life and living 
skills qualifications at entry level one to entry level three 
and the City & Guilds qualifications in employability 
skills at entry level two to level three. All learners work 
towards English and maths qualifications.

Judging our results by formal qualifications alone only 
tells a small part of the story of what is achieved at 
National Star in Hereford.
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Ask us about the former student who secured a job as 
a housekeeper after leaving National Star in Hereford 
or the two students who achieved their Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Young Leaders’ Award. 

Before Liam started at National Star in Hereford, leaving 
the house and meeting with people made him anxious. 
He didn’t leave his home for two years and trying to fit 
into mainstream school was a crisis point for him.

What attracted him to National Star was the farm 
animals. ’I just find being around animals is easier than 
humans,’ said Liam. ‘You don’t have to worry about what 
you say.’

During his two years at National Star Liam went from 
finding it difficult to eat with his peers to leading life 
skills sessions and delivering a presentation to students 
and staff. 

He maintained a work placement in a charity eBay shop. 
After leaving college he now volunteers two days a week 
on the till of a busy charity shop and is hoping to get 
paid work.

Without National Star...

“I would not be as 
confident as I am 

now. I am stronger 
both physically and 

emotionally and  
am ready to face  

the future.

Student Liam

“

www.nationalstar.org/hereford
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To find out more or to see 
the college in action, email 
admissions@nationalstar.org 
or telephone 01242 534928.

www.nationalstar.org
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Come and visit
Securing local authority funding can take time, which is why 
we’d urge you to arrange an early visit to National Star.

Our friendly admissions team will be happy to show you and 
your family / carers around our college, giving you the chance 
to meet current students and staff. We know National Star in 
Hereford is a special place, but don’t just take our word for it. 
Look forward to seeing you. 



www.nationalstar.org
National Star is a working name of National Star Foundation which is registered in England and Wales, company number 00522846, charity number 220239.

The Eveson Centre, 1 Ledbury Road 
Hereford, HR1 2SX 
Email  enquiries@nationalstar.org 
Tel  01432 808740


